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‘For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain’ 

Philippians 1:21  

  



4 
 

  



5 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

First and foremost my sincere thank you goes to 

the Lord for writing HIS story through me.  

However without the collaboration of Ingrid Bijl 

this book would never have been published. It is 

one thing to write it is another to put it on page 

and publish it. If this book blesses your heart 

you may thank Ingrid! 

The list is too long to mention all the people who 

were an important part of this story: Missions, 

fellow missionaries and prayer warriors who 

gave of their time and resources to see that the 

ministry continued. Many of them are now 

rewarded as they are with their Lord whom they 

served so faithfully.  

If you desire to participate in the ministry 

worldwide you may send a gift to:  

 

Spanish World Ministries  

- By check: in the name of Spanish World 

Ministries  

Mailing Address:  Spanish World Ministries 

PO Box 542 

Winona Lake, IN 46590, USA 



6 
 

- Bank wiring: Lake City Bank/Winona Lake 

Account # 0000069108 

- On line: www.spanishworld.org  

 

When sending a gift through Spanish 

World Ministries, please add: ‘gift to 

Castejon’s ministry’ 

 

Or you can transfer directly to Carol Castejon’s 

Spanish bank account: 

Cajamar bank:  

IBAN: ES77 3058 2505 9927 2000 1646 

BIC: CCRIES 2A XXX 

Carol Castejon 

 

ALL gifts will go to spreading the Gospel!  

http://www.spanishworld.org/


7 
 

Table of Contents 

Acknowledgements ........................................................... 5 

HIS Story - Preface ............................................................... 11 

Part 1 - How it all started .................................................... 13 

Hard  times ....................................................................... 14 

Saved! ............................................................................... 19 

Part 2 – My Call.................................................................... 23 

Starting at Bible School ................................................... 24 

God’s provision: learning to live by faith ........................ 26 

God’s Call for France ........................................................ 29 

Part 3 - France ...................................................................... 33 

Serving God in France - The first year ............................. 34 

God’s missionary in Argís ................................................ 38 

God’s perfect timing on display ...................................... 40 

Culture clash .................................................................... 43 

God leads a new step: going to Grenoble....................... 46 

FEU: birth, growth and miracles ..................................... 50 

God works miracles ......................................................... 53 

How God used our Bible school ...................................... 57 

Another example … ......................................................... 62 

God gave me José Luis ..................................................... 64 



8 
 

Who was this man, José Luis? ......................................... 66 

Part 4 - Spain........................................................................ 73 

The first years in Spain .................................................... 74 

Finding Betania ................................................................ 77 

The Lord’s will .................................................................. 82 

Chiqui the goat ................................................................. 84 

Moving to Alicante .......................................................... 87 

Beware of Satan’s work ................................................... 91 

Satan loves cultural differences! ..................................... 96 

Refugio: how God provides for all we need (part 1) ...... 99 

Refugio: How God provides for all we need (part 2) ... 107 

God’s comfort and care ................................................. 113 

How to protect your family from Satan ........................ 116 

The Love of Money ... .................................................... 119 

It’s all the LORD’s money! ............................................. 125 

Part 5 - Kathy joins us ........................................................ 129 

Taking care of Kathy ...................................................... 130 

God provides for paperwork ......................................... 132 

God provides for care .................................................... 136 

God provides for finances ............................................. 139 

Part  6 - The End of One Adventure .................................. 143 

New beginnings for Refugio and Betania ..................... 144 



9 
 

Part 7 - The Beginning of Another ADVENTURE ............... 149 

New ministry in Campello ............................................. 150 

Beware of Satan: the danger of disobedience ............. 153 

The importance of obedience: Matthew 18 ................. 156 

Part 8 - LEST WE FORGET .................................................. 159 

Lest we forget: BE PREPARED! ...................................... 160 

Satan wants us to love self ............................................ 165 

Satan uses other people ................................................ 168 

Satan uses circumstances .............................................. 170 

How do we resist and conquer this enemy? ................ 173 

Anti-Satan Defense System ........................................... 176 

FINAL THOUGHTS .............................................................. 189 

We walk by Faith …........................................................ 190 

Encouragement .............................................................. 194 

 

  



10 
 

  



11 
 

HIS Story - Preface 

 

If I communicate correctly throughout this book 

the only person you will see is Jesus Christ. This 

is HIS story lived out through my walk with Him 

over the last 61 years. It is the History of His 

faithfulness to His promises made to EVERY born  

again Christian who will walk in obedience to 

Him.  

To take Him at His Word, to walk in obedience to 

what He tells you to do  no matter how 

improbable the proposed solution  to the 

problem seems to be to our human intelligence 

… is to see and experience MIRACLES from His 

hand. How His heart burns with the desire to be 

able to show the world His wonders through His 

children.  
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Psalm 145:4 says that ‘One generation will 

commend Your works to another, they will tell of 

Your mighty acts.’  

It is important that we share what God has done 

in order to stimulate the faith of those who 

listen. If just one person decides to walk by faith 

and put God to the test after reading this book, I 

will feel that I have fulfilled what the Lord has 

asked me to do in writing these experiences 

down.  

 

 

We are nothing, He is everything. 

What He does for one, He desires to do for all. 

To Him be the Glory for all eternity! 
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Part 1 - How it all started 
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Hard  times 
 

My childhood was over 

when I was only 11 

years old … 

I was the oldest of 3 

girls, born at the end of 

World War 2, August 

1944 to be exact. My 

sister Linda was born 3 

years later (1947) and 

3 years after her birth 

Kathy was born (1950). 

We were raised in a nominal Christian family, 

sent to Sunday School each week. 

Growing up was not easy for us as our Mother 

was bipolar (then referred to as manic 

depression) BEFORE the discovery of lithium to 

treat this mental illness. For 9 months a year 

she was depressed and didn’t want to live and 
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for 3 months she was euphoric: she didn’t sleep, 

spent a lot of money (which greatly upset my 

father) and spoke on the phone constantly night 

and day.  

I would wake up at night hearing my parents 

fight, my father threatening to leave my mother 

and I would wonder how I would take care of my 

sisters if my Dad left… I was 11, they 8 and 5. 

I was torn between my father’s position which I 

understood perfectly and my mother’s needs 

which inspired my compassion. 
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This went on for years and I told no one what 

was happening at home as I was too ashamed. 

As I now look back on those years I realize that 

I was, and continue to be, the type of person 

who looks for solutions to any problem and who 

takes responsibility for executing the solution.  

However, when I reached 15 I had had enough: 

life wasn’t worth living! 

It was meaningless: why spend 50 years filing 

papers in some office only to die later. Why 

suffer, have more problems than joys and finish 

buried somewhere in a hole in the ground. I 

seriously considered suicide, because like many 

adolescents, I felt that it just wasn’t worth the 

effort to go on living.  

I thank the Lord that our parents had sent us to 

Sunday School at the Mountainside Chapel 

where I learned how much God loved us, how 

broken we are and Christ’s infinite sacrifice to 
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open a pathway back to His Father. As a child 

Christmas was the most wonderful time of the 

year for me. Two weeks of an emotional peace 

that was absent the rest of the year. It was 

magical in the good sense of the word. I loved 

going to church because I found loving people 

who cared. I always liked spending time with 

older people. Listening to their conversations. So 

much wisdom compared to what children my 

own age talked about. Church was a haven of 

rest and peace.  
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There I also learned John 10:10: Jesus says 

here ‘I have come that they might have life and 

have it in abundance’. 

I had asked Christ MANY times to come into my 

life as my Savior as I wanted to go to heaven 

when I died, who wouldn’t!? But I did not want a 

Lord, I wanted to run the show. When people 

would say how WONDERFUL it was to have 

Christ in your life I would think.. yeah, well…  

I had learned that: ‘If Christ is not Lord of all, 

He is not Lord at all’ but I never asked Him as 

my Lord. I didn’t want Him as Lord of my life 

because I thought that I knew better than He 

what was best for me.  
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Saved! 
 

One night in November 1959, seriously 

considering suicide, I finally bowed my will to 

His. “If You can do something with my life I give 

it all to You. Send me where You want me to go, 

do whatever You desire with my life only make 

Your Will clear to me”. 

At that moment the room was filled with light 

and I was filled with a sense of His love that was 

so strong that my only desire was to go 

immediately to be with Him. Little did I know 

then that I would serve Him full time in two 

countries and see many answers to prayer in 

difficult, even dire situations. 

The following summer I worked at America’s 

Keswick, a Christian Conference Center, in the 

kitchen. Near to where we had our summer 

home at the shore. A Christian friend of mine, 

from my church, had applied to work there. So I 
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decided to apply also. We worked long hours for 

$ 7,76 a week but we were blessed by the 

speakers and the fellowship. We were a group of 

about 12 young people, a number of whom were 

already in Bible school preparing for full time 

service. It was a good time of fellowship. 

I already knew that I wanted to serve the Lord 

full time. In those days women were limited in 

what kind of things they could do workwise. 

Some things were considered not ladylike. As a 

single woman to serve the Lord I had two 

options. I could either marry a pastor (I didn’t 

have anyone in sight!) or go to the Mission field.  

At that time the only mission field one heard 

about was Africa. In my mind’s eye I saw myself 

as a cross between “Jungle Jim” and Tarzan”. 

Hacking my way through the steaming jungle 

with a machete in one hand and a large Bible in 

the other! Bringing the Word of God to the 

thousands of lost souls just waiting to hear! The 
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Lord used that naïve idea to call me to Bible 

School in 1962. 

As I prayed about serving as a missionary I 

knew that I needed first to study the Bible, in 

preparation for sharing the gospel. A number of 

the girls at Keswick were studying at 

Philadelphia College of Bible (PCB), so it was 

normal for me to apply there, as God had 

already given me contacts there. Secondly I 

would have to go with a mission and finally raise 

financial support. But that’s part of the later 

story. 

At Philadelphia College of Bible I would spend 

some of the best years of my life from 1962 to 

1966. 

  



22 
 

 

 

 

  



23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 2 – My Call 
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Starting at Bible School 
 

I was working my way through Bible school as 

my parents had been very upset when I chose 

to go there and not to an Ivy League school. As 

a member of the National Honor Society I could 

have chosen the University I desired to go to. I 

will always remember my mother crying and 

saying that I was “throwing my life and future 

away”. 
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In these conditions I did not want to accept 

financial help from them. I worked 35 hours a 

week and all my summers while taking 19 hours 

of classes a week. I had very interesting jobs: 

stuffing envelopes, running the school elevator 

where I heard ad nauseam “Your job has its ups 

and downs, doesn’t it?” and working in a Bakery 

(if you have done it yourself, you know that the 

fastest way to STOP eating cake is to smell it all 

day!). 

In spite of all my work I knew that I couldn’t pay 

for my education. 

BUT GOD… an extraordinary thing happened… 

which would change the course of my life and 

ministry. 
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God’s provision: learning to live by faith 
 

One day in 1963 we were in our daily Chapel 

service at PCB, the speaker was a missionary on 

furlough. He stood up to speak and challenged 

us to make a FAITH PROMISE to the Lord for 

missions that year. I, with many others, started 

calculating how much I could give if I didn’t buy 

the shoes that I desperately needed… 

He must have seen the ‘wheels turning’ in 

everyone’s head so he quickly added: “No, it is 

not what you think you can give! Let the Holy 

Spirit put on your heart how much HE wants to 

give through you!” 

Thankfully I was sitting down because the sum 

that the Holy Spirit put on my heart to give was 

THREE times more than what I had originally 

thought possible for me to give. I had a 

discussion in my heart with the Lord but finally I 

gave in and yielded to Him. “All right Lord, 
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everything You give to me will FIRST go to 

missions until I have given what I have 

promised”. 

What happened next is truly extraordinary! 

I had already decided not to share financial 

needs with anyone, unless they specifically 

asked the question. It was between the Lord and 

I. So I was astonished when I received the first 

letter and I am so grateful for the years of gifts 

received that way. I began to receive letters 

from friends and acquaintances saying:  

“The Lord laid it on 

my heart to send you 

this gift!” A check was 

included in the letter.  

Through these gifts I 

was able to give 

MORE than I had 

promised to missions 
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as well as paying off my schooling. At the end of 

my 4 years at PCB, I left with NO DEBTS. The 

Lord had completely taken care of all my needs 

(shoes included) in answer to my STEP OF 

FAITH.  

The Lord said: “Seek first the Kingdom of God 

and His righteousness and all these things (food, 

cloths, housing) will be given to you”, since we 

serve a faithful God. But many Christians still 

serve money and give when they have money 

left over, after taking care of what they see as 

their needs. Thus they do not experience God’s 

perfect timing and the necessary gifts coming in 

at the ‘nick of time’. God is never late. I had 

learned the MOST IMPORTANT LESSON in my 

Christian life: how to walk by faith. 

It would see me through more than 55 years on 

the mission field, in 3 countries. A lot of 

coincidence… 
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God’s Call for France 
 

Each morning prayer meetings were organized 

in PCB to pray for different continents (Africa, 

Asia, Europe, etc.). The first year I naturally 

went to the African Prayer group… The second 

year I wondered “What are they praying about 

for Europe? They are just like us, what do they 

need?”  

Being intrigued by this I went to the European 

Prayer group my second year and there the Lord 

laid France on my heart. Of all the countries 

France was, as the Bible says, “They are ever 

learning but never able to come to the 

knowledge of the Truth” (2 Tim. 3:7). 

At a Chapel service a missionary with UFM 

(Unevangelized Fields Mission) recently back 

from Congo, after the uprising that took the 

lives of 13 UFM missionaries, challenged us to 

be faithful and a good soldier of Jesus Christ. We 
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were all touched by this message and the 

poignancy with which he gave it. He became the 

new director of UFM and it ‘just so happened’ 

that they opened up a new field… France! The 

Lord’s call to France with UFM was clear to me. 

UFM is a faith mission in which each missionary 

lives on the gifts he/she receives in contrast to 

other missions where their missionaries are 

salaried. I calculated that it would take at least a 

year to set up meetings, get the required 

pledges etc. 
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The last day of PCB, in June 1966, while taking 

baggage to the car I broke my ankle. Normally 

their candidate school was in July, so I wouldn’t 

have been able to attend and would have to wait 

a year. So I thought: “Good, NOW I will take my 

year off, as I need to raise my support.” And 

after all I deserved it after working and studying 

4 years straight...   

My year off was looking good! I had not counted 

that the Lord had other plans. To my surprise, 
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ONLY that year they had to move their 

Candidate school from July to August and I was 

invited to attend. My home church picked up ALL 

my support in September, a new language 

school was opening in Albertville, France in 

January 1967 and the Field Leader wanted me to 

be in the first class! 

Having graduated in June 1966 , I arrived in 

France January 1, 1967...  a whirlwind AND a 

new life begins with its MANY challenges. 
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Part 3 - France 
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Serving God in France - The first year 
 

The first of January 1967 I found myself sitting 

at the lunch table in Albertville, France, 

surrounded by French speaking people. Feeling 

uncomfortable and a little intimidated by the 

new language and cultural habits. While sitting 

there I wondered how I was going to EAT for the 

5th time in 12 hours!! In those days you were 

actually FED meals on the plane. 

I was getting out of our field leader’s car, it was 

so small I felt like I was wearing it!! Remember 

that those were the years of the big cars in the 

USA, but not in Europe.  

When I was introduced to Estelle I said: 

“Bonjour Monsieur (sir)”. She knew 

IMMEDIATELY that she had a lot of work to do 

with me! 
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The first year in France was dedicated to 

learning the language. I and 4 other 

missionaries had the privilege of being the first 

language class Mademoiselle Estelle Chevallier 

would teach. Her sister Madame Loch ran a 

home for missionary children on the same 

property. We all ate our meals together, family 

style. Some of the others spoke some French 

but I was a TOTAL novice!  
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Mlle. Chevallier and her family became my 

‘French family’… how grateful I was and am to 

the Lord to have had their love, support and 

CORRECTION! She often tells the story of our 

first meeting. 

One of the children at the Home, Luc, who was 5 

years old at the time just loved to tell stories 

about AFRICA, where he was born! He would 

start to tell a story, running on as children do.  

Suddenly he would stop , look at me and ask 

“Tu comprends?”. “Do you understand?” I would 

smile and nod having understood about 25% ... 

After I nodded, he would be off and running 

again. One learns MUCH FASTER with little 

teachers, just ask any missionary parent!! 

We were sent to the village to buy milk, eggs, 

bread… NO supermarkets then. You had to ASK 

for what you wanted! We became very popular 

among the villagers because of our accents, 
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vocabulary and pronunciation mistakes. We 

couldn’t go incognito! 

We learned quickly and well; having the best 

teacher I had ever had, a new method of 

teaching languages (audio visual had just come 

out) and most important: living among French 

people.  
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God’s missionary in Argís 
 

Soon, too soon for me, language school was 

over and I was assigned to a SMALL village 

called Argís: 600 inhabitants if you counted the 

cows!  

I shared an apartment with another single 

missionary. My room was a permanent 

MIDNIGHT. There was no window and the door 

opened onto a closed court yard… enough to 

provoke a depression! The toilet was down a 

flight of stairs and out at the end of the garden. 

You guessed it: an outhouse! The light was on a 

2 minute timer so at night you either moved 

quickly or walked back in the dark! 

There were a lot of interesting experiences while 

being a missionary in Argis!  
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God’s perfect timing on display 
 

May 1968 France was in an uproar… strikes left 

the country paralyzed. Innocent as we 

Americans were, we got up to go shopping ‘as 

usual’. We walked into the store and there was 

NOTHING left and 2 women were fighting over 

the last bag of sugar. The trauma of World Wars 

1 and 2 still held sway over these people. 

During this chaotic time a dear elderly Jewish 

missionary was due to come and speak at our 

church. She was visiting her “spiritual children” 

and was on a tight schedule. With the situation 

as it was no one was going anywhere for lack of 

gas, there were no flights, trains or buses ... we 

naturally assumed she wouldn’t come. However: 

that was reasoning WITHOUT God and this dear 

lady’s persistence!! 
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She arrived RIGHT ON TIME as she had her 

whole life and shared these amazing stories with 

us…  

She was sitting in the airport where all 

commercial flights were cancelled. She was 

praying that the Lord would open a way when a 

military man stopped in front of her and asked if 

everything was all right. 

She explained that she had to be in such and 

such a place at such and such a time but that 

there were no planes, buses or trains. He said 

he would be back; he came for her, put her on a 

military plane and she arrived at her destination  

ON TIME! 

She also shared the story of one of her ‘girls’ 

who was bedridden. The pastor was coming to 

give her Communion that afternoon. As she 

looked at her dark rug full of white cat hair she 

told the Lord how awful she felt that the pastor 
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would see the rug that way but that she wasn’t  

able to clean it. Suddenly some birds came in 

through the window and in no time at all the rug 

was clean! 

We have a great God, it’s so sad that we so 

often lack faith in what He can do for us!! 
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Culture clash 
 

The people we were evangelizing were mainly 

farmers so… I helped with the hay! They were 

always very polite and would offer you wine or a 

cup of coffee. The coffee could grow hair on your 

chest it was so strong!! 

After 3 visits and 3 cups of coffee I had the 

shakes. BUT being a good American Christian I 

wouldn’t even think about drinking wine so sure 

was I that the first time I did I would be struck 

by lightning! 

Not being able to drink one more cup of strong 

coffee, at my 4th visit I would accept a glass of 

wine and then look for a place to “dump it” 

without my host seeing me. A lot of plants got 

watered this way!! I don’t know if it killed the 

potted plants off or made them thrive! 
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One day I was at the house of a woman who 

was “guard barrière”: she controlled the gates 

that stopped traffic from crossing the train 

tracks when a train was due. I had my glass of 

wine in hand BUT NO POTTED PLANTS in sight, 

so I stepped out onto her porch with her to look 

at the passing train. 

I asked her where the train was going and as 

she looked at the train, I dumped my wine not 

really looking WHERE I dumped it. The wine 

landed right in her husband’s shoes that were on 

a step of the porch!! 

My only hope was that, as her husband drank 

quite a bit, she would think it was he who did it!! 

I was more careful where I emptied my glass 

after that experience. 

Another time I was having lunch with a couple of 

farmers in their kitchen as I had helped them 

that morning. They started talking about 
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wanting to replace the dirt floor with tiles which 

I thought was an EXCELLENT idea. 

At the next visit the floor was tiled ! They 

explained to me how they started digging down 

and “low and behold” there were tiles under the 

dirt!! 
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God leads a new step: going to Grenoble 
 

I was seriously considering finding another 

mission working in France, when my 4-year 

commitment with UFM would be over, where I 

could better use my gifts. My gifts and heart 

were in Youth work and teaching and my current 

missionary work was a far cry from that.  

At the beginning of my 4th year the Director of 

UFM asked me to move to Grenoble to 

accompany a new missionary family, the 

Macleans, in their language learning and 

adaptation to France. Suthy and Rodina and 

their 3 children were to become an important 

part of the new ministry the Lord had decided to 

start in France. This would be the beginning of a 

long string of miracles that the Lord would 

perform for His Glory! 
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When I came back from furlough the Macleans 

and I started to evangelize on the University of 

Grenoble campus. 

 

It was the age of ‘Flower Power’ with ‘free love’ 

(or should I say free sex) being touted by youth 

all over the Western world. There was no 

interest in religion at all. People in France were 

by large atheistic or agnostic and wanted to do 

whatever came naturally. 



48 
 

We went door-to-door, set up a stand in the 

University Restaurant, held weekly Bible studies 

and concerts whenever we could in order to 

challenge young people with the claims of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

In parallel to our work on campus during the 

week, we were also helping Marcel Tabailloux, a 

gifted evangelist, start a church in the center of 

town. The young people contacted through 

church efforts (such as evangelism on the 

streets, inviting them for a coffee, etc.) helped 
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with the Campus ministry and the students who 

came to the Lord attended church activities on 

the weekend. 

The Macleans and I quickly realized that we 

needed to rent a house close to the Grenoble 

campus as evening meetings on campus were 

either interrupted or we found the door locked to 

keep us out. The tables set up in the University 

restaurant to offer literature were often 

overturned in protest. 
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FEU: birth, growth and miracles 
 

We decided to rent a house that we called the 

FEU, Foyer Evangelique Universitaire, (FEU 

means ‘fire’ in French) or in English: Evangelical 

Home for Students. FEU was born in 1971 to 

meet the needs of students. Many of the 

students were lonely and there was a lot of 

depression. The house was open 24/7 for all 

students in need. There we also did all our Bible 

studies and other meetings.  

The FEU was God’s first miracle as we didn’t 

have the first Franc (the French currency before 

the Euro) to rent it nor the money necessary to 

fix it up MUCH LESS RUN IT!!  

BUT GOD … knew this and unbeknown to us our 

field leader’s wife, Madam Orr, shared the 

project with two of her very good friends. They 

just happened to be two American Christian 

business women whose hearts were in France. 
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They helped us rent the house and gave 

regularly to the ministry. They and others 

continued support until the Lord took them 

home. 

Thank you Lord for faithful supporters.  

 

The FEU was a 2 minute walk from campus and 

I lived there and ran it for 11 years. It was open 
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24/7 with weekly activities such as a Coffee 

House, Bible studies, discussions, meals during 

the week and church activities, and meals on the 

weekend. 

I had a High School group, a Women’s Bible 

study and a Sunday meal for all who were alone 

and the students who preferred to eat 

somewhere other than the University 

Restaurant. 

As financial needs for the house arose the Lord 

touched Christians to give... the ministry is still 

going strong 50 years later, a house was bought 

and today there are 9 other FEUs in 9 other 

University towns: one of them in Belgium. ONLY 

the Lord could inspire a ministry that would 

continue to reach different generations of young 

people! 

We serve a GREAT GOD! 
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God works miracles 
 

A miracle of another sort was to occur a few 

years later as I was in the States on furlough.  

Suthy Maclean was riding his bike to the FEU 

when a 20 ton truck passed by him. The suction 

created by the truck threw Suthy off his bike 

and under the 2 back wheels thus running over 

his midsection. 

You can IMAGINE the drama … the doctors gave 

his wife, Rodina, 5 reasons why Suthy wouldn’t 

survive: his urinary tract had been ripped away, 

his intestines were squashed, his heart was 

beating erratically, the transfusions they were 

giving him were bleeding out into a pouch that 

was forming beneath the skin covering his back 

and his bones and lastly there was infection.  
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The Doctor told Rodina that IF he survived he 

would be a vegetable! Thus it would be better 

that he didn’t survive according to the doctor. 

BUT GOD … in response to the prayers of God’s 

people, 3 months later Suthy was able to WALK 

out of the hospital to go to a Rehabilitation 

Center. 

He also had a large hole in his hip area. The 

doctors talked about filing it with plastic and 

covering it over with a skin graft.... 

BUT GOD … The skin grew back on its own, 

Suthy said that it was like a baby’s skin! The 

doctors had assured them that that would be 

medically IMPOSSIBLE… it couldn’t happen. 

For a year Suthy had no bladder control as the 

sphincter nerve had been cut. Nerves don’t grow 

back either. The doctors were talking about 

installing a battery that would stimulate a nerve 

and open the bladder… 
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The Lord got there first and the nerve grew 

back!! 

The Macleans had three lovely children at that 

time. The youngest was 9. When Rodina found 

herself pregnant with their 4th child she said to 

me: 

” WHY did I believe the doctors when they said 

that Suthy couldn’t father any more children 

after the accident! I stopped using birth 

control!!”  
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They went on to have a 5th child to keep the 4th 

one company as there was such a difference of 

age between the first 3 and last 2.  

The Lord’s sense of humor! 
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How God used our Bible school 
 

During this time we also started a 1 year Bible 

school (CIFEM) to teach the basics of the Word 

of God and Christian living to those who 

accepted the Lord: there were many! The Holy 

Spirit moved in power during those years. We 

and many others had shared the Gospel for 

many years. The bad news that we are sinners 

on our way to hell and the good news that Jesus 

Christ, God’s Son, paid the price to open the 

way to God the Father in heaven.  

We saw a few people who accepted Him into 

their lives as France was an agnostic, atheistic 

society. Thus when those young people sought 

us out, it was a miracle. 
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Young people would come up to us and say: “I 

want to have what you have”. They saw in our 

lives a peace, joy and hope that drugs and free 

love could not give them. They would accept 

Christ and their lives were changed. 
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As an example of this I remember a young 

Nuclear Physicist, Jean Jacques, that came to a 

Bible study on Campus. He was going to kill 

himself as life had no meaning for him. Before 

doing so he thought: “why not see what this 

study is all about.”  

Suthy was sharing a passage in Revelation 

about the Lord’s Second Coming. Jean-Jacques 

later said that he was lost among the 10 horns 

(Rev. 17), didn’t understand most of the study 

BUT saw that Suthy and the other students had 

something he wanted!  

He later went on to become a leader in the 

churches were his work took him. 

Another young man came to Coffee House and 

accepted the Lord right away. He explained to 

us that he had come from Paris. 

BEFORE he got on the train someone handed 

him a tract (a little booklet explaining the good 
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news about Jesus Christ). WHILE he was reading 

it in the train the person next to him asked if he 

understood what he was reading and witnessed 

to him. AT HIS ARRIVAL at the train station in 

Grenoble he was handed an invitation to the 

Coffee House at the FEU. 

He knew that God was pursuing him and he 

wanted to know what to do to be saved!  

God calls on people when they least expect it.  

(Reading this, my niece who helped editing this 

story, wrote: “The day I received the bible you 

sent me in the mail, I also receive one from a 

client at my job, what are the odds?) 

Exactly! God desires that all should come to 

know Him, but we must open the door. 

Every one of those Christians OBEYED God’s 

prompting to give a tract, a word, an invitation. 

None of them knew that that young man 

subsequently gave his life to Christ. They were 



61 
 

simply OBEDIENT to the Voice of the Holy Spirit 

and in Heaven they will know the result of their 

faithfulness. 

This sort of thing happened constantly as the 

Lord sent a mini Revival to Grenoble. 

Remember: revival is the work of the Holy 

Spirit, our job is to be faithful in sharing the 

Good News whether we see the results or not.  
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Another example … 
 

A few of the many who received Christ were 

Jacques and Annick, she was a student that we 

met on campus from a very well-to-do family. 

She accepted the Lord and began to come to 

church on Sundays. She ate lunch at FEU with 

the students and those from church. There she 

met Jacques who was living on the street, from 

a very difficult family situation. His mother was 

a prostitute. He was contacted through our 

street evangelism and gave his life to Christ. We 

got him a room, clothes and a job.  

Annick and Jacques fell in love, you can imagine 

Annick’s parents reaction …. But as they got to 

know him, they accepted him, with a little help 

from me. They went as missionaries to the 

Reunion Island, where they served with André 

Tabailloux, Marcel’s brother, and others from the 

church. 
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When I left France the church had 68 meetings a 

week in different towns (of course, we didn’t 

attend all of them), 16 daughter churches had 

been started and 50 young people were serving 

on the mission field.  

I must say, however, that it was a privilege to 

participate and live through the revival. It would 

help me stand firm through the desert 

experience of Spain that was fast approaching. 
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God gave me José Luis 
 

Why did I leave France and such a blessed 

ministry, you ask? 

In 1978 Marcel Tabailloux had taken a group of 

young people to Denia, Spain for a month’s 

camp. José Luis Castejón (my future husband)  

‘just happened to be’ music director that year 

and he ‘just happened to be studying French’. 

As the young people didn’t speak Spanish and 

he wanted to improve his French, they all 

became good friends, so naturally Marcel said to 

José Luis “If you ever want to practice your 

French come to Grenoble!” 

In June 1979 José Luis came for a month’s 

vacation. He saw CIFEM (our 1 year Bible 

School) and decided to come back in September 

to study the Bible and to improve his French. He 
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became my student. My doom was sealed!  

Though I didn’t know it yet!  
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Who was this man, José Luis? 
 

José Luis Castejón Blazquéz was born on 

Christmas day 1939, right after the Civil War.  

Francisco Franco was a Spanish dictator who 

was a high military officer in the Republican 

Army, who led a revolution against the 

democratic government of the 2nd republic of 

Spain, in 1936, which started the civil war that 

ended in 1938. He became the leader of the 

Spanish government from 1938 until 1973. 

Franco was Roman-Catholic. For him, if you 

were not Roman Catholic you were not Spanish. 

There was mass persecution, churches were 

closed and many Christians fled. 

Franco died in Madrid from septicemia (blood-

poisoning) in November 1975.  
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José Luis’ father fought against Franco and was 

injured in battle and died shortly after the end of 

the war. José Luis was a baby when he caught 

an eye infection. The doctor used drops that 

were not right: they burned one eye and 

exploded the other. Two years of painful 

treatment followed saving the little sight José 

Luis has today.  

As his father had fought Franco, his mother 

received NO compensation either for the death 

of her husband or the crippling of her son. She 

was thus forced to work in Valencia and her 3 

single sisters took care of José Luis and his older 

sister Isabelle in their village, Munera in the 

province of Albacete. 

José Luis was brilliant, taught himself to play the 

accordion, guitar and many other stringed 

instruments. His desire was to study in the 

Conservatory in Albacete; he was accepted and 

given a scholarship … at least in THEORY, as this 
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NEVER materialized, because of the infamous 

Spanish bureaucracy.  

 

He was very disillusioned at the time but, little 

beknown to him, this was all part of God’s plan 

to save him and use him for His Glory. 

Another aunt, Angeles, who lived with her 5 

children in Seville invited him to come and live 

with them this was of the Lord as Aunt Angeles 

was a born again Christian.  
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José Luis’ Aunt Maria had often read to him from 

the Bible while he was in Munera but she often 

didn’t understand the significance of what she 

read. 

In spite of this she had given José Luis a respect 

for the Word of God so that when Aunt Angeles 

began talking about the difference between a 

living RELATIONSHIP with Christ and a 

RELIGION, José Luis’ interest was awakened ... 

He was going to prove to her that she was 

wrong and the Catholic church was right! 

He would go to Mass in the morning and church 

at night; as he was honestly searching for the 

truth. He was lead to accept Jesus Christ as his 

personal Savior and Lord at 21 years of age. 

Thus a new life opened up for him: the Lord had 

lead him to Seville by closing the door in 

Albacete. He was accepted in the music 

Conservatory of Seville where he studied 4 years 
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and came out with the highest grades in all his 

courses. He received his diploma as Professor of 

Piano, a miracle when you realize he studied in 

Braille. 

In February 1980 he asked me to marry him and 

I said “No way José!!” Never in my wildest 

dreams had I ever considered leaving France! I 

loved the country, the people, the language and 

most of all – the ministry. 

I was not the type of woman who needed a 

husband, and never would have left France to 

follow one. Every now and then José Luis would 

write to me from Munera, where he got a part-

time job teaching music in the school that would 

later bear his name.  

It took the Lord 2 years to convince me that it 

was His Will that I marry José Luis and go to 

Spain. At that time He showed me that there 

would be a Revival, like the one we had 
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experienced in France and a financial blessing…it 

scared me to death! 

Finally I said yes, to 

the Lord first and 

then to José Luis. In 

the future I would 

tell him a number of 

times during the very 

difficult situations 

that we would be in: 

 “It’s a good thing I came to Spain for the Lord 

and not for you, thus I don’t blame you for what 

we are going through”! 

I never said: “WHY did you take me out of 

France and the ministry I loved?” 

We were married on May 21, 1983 in Grenoble 

where I said “oui” to José Luis: a new life was 

about to begin.  
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Part 4 - Spain 
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The first years in Spain 
 

After our wedding in 1983 we went to the USA 

for a 2 month furlough. I found that my father 

was hospitalized. My mother had died two years 

before this. We had another wedding ceremony 

in my home church where I said “yes” to José 

Luis. I would often kid him in years to come that 

I had said “oui” and “yes” to him BUT never “si”! 

      

My father passed away in August of that year. 

José Luis went back to Spain as he was teaching 

and I stayed to sort out the sale of the family 

home and the inheritance. Through my part of 

the inheritance the Lord provided a new start for 

us and the ministry in Spain…  

The Lord’s TIMING is always PERFECT in 

EVERYTHING. 
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We decided to buy an apartment in Albacete, 

capital of the province with the same name, with 

the inheritance from my father. Spanish 

Christians were selling a LARGE first floor 

apartment in the Center of town: 225 m2 with a 

room 80 m2 that we turned into a meeting hall. 

 

At the same time Olivier Py, a young man saved 

through the ministry at the FEU, wanted to get a 

job teaching French at a Spanish high school… 

very difficult BUT GOD opened the door! 
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Olivier joined us and we began evangelizing. 

Many young people came to our meetings as a 

result of Olivier’s teaching: Olivier was later told 

by French authorities that was not supposed to 

happen. 

GOD’S PLANS are perfect !! 
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Finding Betania 
 

In 1983, in the Baptist church in Albacete we 

met a young German missionary, Anna Langos, 

who was working alongside another German 

missionary in a nursery that the church had 

opened in their building during the week. 

Christian and non-Christian parents left their 

children there while they went to work. 

 

Having seen in France how important camps 

were to reaching the unsaved, particularly 
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Catholics who use the same “language” as we do 

but lack the personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ, the Lord laid on my heart the desire to 

find a house on the Coast to turn into a Camp 

and Retreat Center, where we would organize 

retreats during the summer.  

Anna and I travelled as often as possible to the 

Alicante region to look at available houses. We 

had both presented the project to our “faith” 

missions which had given their go ahead to 

present the project to our supporters. They gave 

us their blessing but NO pesetas! 

One Wednesday as we were preparing to go to 

Alicante I received a telegram saying that the 

Mission had received a gift for the Project. It 

didn’t say HOW MUCH. Could have been $5 or 

$5,000. 

We however took it as a sign of God’s approval 

of the project. We had seen a house we liked on 
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our last trip, so we went by there first before 

going to the Estate Agent. 

A dog greeted us! 

The Real Estate agent told us later that the 

house had been sold 3 days prior to our coming. 

Anna felt awful because we would have to start 

looking all over again. I said, “it is obviously not 

the house the Lord has in mind for us!” 

Truer words were never spoken! The agent led 

us to the house that would become BETANIA 

(Bethany). BIGGER, with more land at 1/2 the 

price AND the owners were willing to wait a year 

for the last 1,000,000 pesetas which would 

permit us to make the alterations to the house 

that were necessary for a Retreat Center. 

 

THANK YOU, LORD. 
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When José Luis, Anna and I went to sign the 

precontract for the sale José Luis asked me in a 

whisper “How much money do we have?” 

I told him that “We don’t have any money.” 

“What? Are you asking a good Manchego, who 

with a handshake seals a deal, to sign a contract 

when we don’t have any money?” I responded: 

“José Luis don’t you have faith?” “Yes, I have 

faith BUT no pesetas!!”       

When we signed the final contract ALL the 

money had come in through the same women 

who supported my ministry at the FEU in France. 

This was somewhat unexpected as they were 

very attached to France and I didn’t actually 

expect them to support us in Spain. BUT GOD….  

The Lord continued to provide for the ministry 

for 32 years! This was the first of many miracles 

the Lord would do in Spain. 
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After seeing this José Luis and Anna never 

doubted again His ability to do the IMPOSSIBLE. 

The ONLY QUESTION you must have clear 

before the Lord is: “Is this the Lord’s will: yes or 

no?” If it is, HE will provide; if not, you are on 

your own!!  
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The Lord’s will 
 

Over the course of the years, many people have 

asked me: “How does one know something is 

the Lord’s will?”  

This is what I think you should know….  

1. It must be upheld by the word of God. You 

don’t have to ask God if you should marry an 

unbeliever or divorce your Christian spouse. 

Where the word of God is clear, the Lord will 

never ask you to do the contrary.  

2. You must be in complete agreement to DO 

what the Lord shows you.  

3. Inner peace as you think about your decision. 

The Holy Spirit will always bother you when it’s 

not His will. 

4. The agreement of men and women of God 

who know you and your situation.  
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5. Ask God to close the door if it’s not His will.  

6. Go forward in faith, knowing that He will close 

the door when it is not His will and provide all 

that is necessary if it is. 
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Chiqui the goat 
 

One of our helpers thought that a goat would be 

an easier way to cut the grass than a lawn 

mower, so Chiqui (pronounced cheeky) joined 

us. One problem was that he MUCH preferred 

the flowers to the grass. When no one was 

looking he would eat them with relish BUT if you 

watched him, he ignored them!!  
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During one of the Children’s camps, when we 

came back from the beach we couldn’t find 

Chiqui anywhere! The children were 

inconsolable. We called him, went out looking 

for him. At that time there was no wall around 

the property, he could have gone anywhere. 

At sunset we came back to the house, gathered 

the children together in the main room. Anna 

began to pray “Lord, we ask you to protect 

Chiqui wherever he is”. The moment she 

pronounced his name we heard “bah, bah” and 

our Chiqui came out of one of the back rooms 

where he had had a restful “siesta” under one of 

the clothes closets! The children were ELATED as 

you can imagine and learned AN IMPORTANT 

PRINCIPLE:  

GOD CARES AND ANSWERS PRAYER! 
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As I explained, there was no wall around 

Betania. Easter Sunday Olivier got up early and 

attached Chiqui to a tree in the back yard. 

When I came out there were 3 big dogs 

attacking him. I yelled like a ban chi, and ran to 

him. Two of the three dogs dropped him 

immediately but the third hung on until I got 

there. Olivier came out with a stick and the 

children were yelling so much that he too took 

off. 

We called the veterinarian and Anna and I took 

him to the vet’s. He was on my lap the whole 

time. Luckily he survived!  

The upshot of it all was “where I went the goat 

was sure to go”! You didn’t have to ask if I was 

in the bathroom. He would stand at the door and 

bleat!! We finally took him to a man who had 

many other goats and didn’t sacrifice them. I am 

sure Chiqui found a new mother! 
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Moving to Alicante 
 

With Betania came many challenges, joys, and 

pain. As it always is in the Lord’s work. One of 

the joys was the children’s work. Often you 

learn more from them than they do from you! 

 

We evangelized a lot, using the house for 

meetings, concerts, dinners, camps, and 

retreats. The ministry developed to the point 

that we could no longer keep coming and going 
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from Albacete to Alicante (a 3-hour drive at that 

time). The Lord knew this before we did and 

sent a couple to take over the beginnings of a 

church in Albacete.  

José Luis, Anna, Olivier and I moved to 

Campello in 1989. 

Under Franco the blind could study but NOT do 

anything other than work for the Blind 

Association (ONCE), either in their offices or 

selling lottery tickets in the street. As José Luis 

was an evangelical he was not allowed to work 

in the offices so he went to the street to sell 

lottery tickets.  

This too was a hidden blessing from the Lord as 

we lived off José Luis’ salary and all the money 

that came in from supporters from our Mission 

went to the Lord’s work. Normally the money 

that comes in for faith ministry through 

supporters is partly used for personal and partly 
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for ministry. Due to José Luis salary all the 

support money could go to missions.  

A second blessing was that José Luis was 

eventually assigned to Campello (Alicante) and 

became a popular person in the village. He knew 

everyone and they knew him! 

His musical gifts saw him compose numerous 

partitions, teach music, guitar, Spanish and 

English. He also played in 5 orchestras! 
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All this gave us natural contacts with the people 

of Campello and round about! You have to be 

part of the community in order to be able to 

communicate with local people and to be 

possible to share the Gospel.  

Anna was involved in exercise classes, children’s 

work which gave her an “in” with many women. 

I set up and ran “Kids Club,” teaching English to 

3-11 year olds. Through this activity we had 

many children come to our Saturday children’s 

clubs and summer camps. 
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Beware of Satan’s work 
 

We had a large number of people who came and 

went wanting to work with us during the 32 

years we ran the ministry. Many were a great 

blessing, some were a real heartache … the Lord 

warns us of wolves in sheep’s clothing, these are 

people who come with false motives. To make 

money, to make a name for themselves, free 

room and board, you name it.  

You see this in all ministries. They generally 

cause division and heartache, because they are 

not committed to Christ and the ministry. They 

have hidden agendas.  

We all have to check our motives and ask the 

Lord to keep us humble, with a teachable spirit 

and wisdom from above. No one is immune to 

Satan’s attacks.  

 



92 
 

So, not all our experiences were sunshine and 

roses. We encountered hard battles with the 

enemy. This is one example…. 

We purchased Betania in 1984 and were at that 

time still living in Albacete. We were travelling 

back and forth trying to hold down the beginning 

of a new church in Albacete and the beginning of 

the new ministry in Campello, and with José Luis 

teaching in his village, Munera, this became an 

impossible task. 

We were thus praying for full time workers to 

come and help with developing the ministry in 

Betania. José Luis, when he lived in Seville, had 

known a pastoral family who had since moved 

back to their native South American country. 

He suggested that we contact them, and 

propose the possibility of working with us in a 

Team and see what they thought. We all 

thought it was a good idea so we contacted 
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them. To make a long story short, they agreed 

to come with their 2 grown children. 

Now the obstacle was financing their flight to 

Spain and finances for their stay. We contacted 

our Prayer Warriors and God touched hearts. 

They all arrived in May 1989 and to our 

SURPRISE there weren’t 4 people as planned but 

6!! The young people had brought their 

FIANCEES !! This without consulting us at all. 

Perhaps that should have put up a red flag but 

at that time we were relatively naive, not 

knowing South American mentality. 

As we had Team meetings to plan activities, I 

noticed that every time I asked the Pastor his 

opinion he would answer “Lo que tu quieras” 

(“whatever you want”).  

Looking back on it now I realize that he was not 

used to working in a team. It should have raised 

a second red flag. 
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We had a great summer with camps and 

outreach. The young people did a great job and 

his wife was a gem. He was able to preach in 

our fledgling church and things seemed to be 

going well. Evangelism outreaches and dinners 

were organized during the Christmas Season. 

 

I will never forget our Team meeting on January 

31, 1990 …. 

We worked out the details of the activities of the 

next trimester. Everything looked very good on 
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paper! We were excited about what the Lord 

would do!! 

So you can imagine our surprise and shock 

when we went to Betania on February 6, 1990 to 

find that the whole family had packed their bags 

and were moving out of Betania. NO, not to 

another apartment in Campello ...  

The Pastor had been looking for a Pastorate all 

this time and had found a church to pastor in 

another city!! 

They all left, leaving us high and dry ... after 

only 9 months of working together! Besides our 

own shock we needed to explain this to our 

supporters. Those who had sacrificed to pay 

their way to Spain, helped to support them and 

bring them from South America. 

Thankfully we were well known by those who 

supported us, so they didn’t stop praying and 

giving to the work.  
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Satan loves cultural differences! 
 

We learned a valuable lesson: CULTURE is an 

easy way that Satan uses to divide God’s people 

and stop the ministry. When we come to Christ 

we come with our cultural heritage. I was 

privileged, as was Anna, to be raised in a 

Christian culture that was based on the Bible.  

 

Working with many different cultures shows us 

that each culture is different in the way they 
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communicate and often in their values and 

morals as well.  

Some cultures appreciate a direct approach and 

being straightforward, whereas in other cultures 

it’s considered rude to say no or to bring an 

inconvenient truth. Truth, lies or ‘white lies’ are 

‘flexible terms’ depending on your culture. 

My mother would say to us: “Tell the TRUTH, 

you will be punished BUT if I find out that you 

lied, it will be worse!!”   

Many years later she told me that sometimes 

when I came home from playing she would say 

just to test the waters, as if she knew 

something: “What have you been up to today?” 

I would start to cry and say that I didn’t mean 

to do it! I would never lie intentionally and still 

wouldn’t. If I say something that isn’t true it’s 

because I believe it is. 



98 
 

ALL cultures need to abandon non Biblical ways 

of living and wherever we come from we should 

all be practicing BIBLICAL Christianity and living 

the Kingdom Culture! Unless new Christians are 

taught and held to the Biblical culture of the 

Kingdom, Satan will be able to use them 

mightily.  
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Refugio: how God provides for all we need 

(part 1) 
 

José Luis had been raised by his 3 single aunts 

and as his aunts grew older I felt we should be 

able to take them in. A 3 floor walk-up 

apartment was not ideal, as they had always 

lived in village houses. Not luxurious but easy to 

access. We started to look for a house.  

Fernando, a real estate agent who had come to 

many of our activities and had heard the Gospel, 

took us to a house that he thought would be 

suitable. It was a little small but by transforming 

the garage to a studio apartment, it could work. 

We went to Fernando’s office to work out the 

details. When Fernando’s partner saw what José 

Luis earned he said:  “You can forget about a 

house here in Campello. You will never get a 

bank loan that permits you to buy here.” 
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I told Fernando that if God wanted us to have a 

house, He would provide for one. Fernando 

answered, “I have no doubt at all.”  

I said to the Lord: “If you want us to have a 

house, please drop it from Heaven. I am not 

going to look any more.” 

AND THAT’S WHAT HE DID 

 

We had to wait until 1991 when the Lord used 

Fernando to lead us to the house that would 

become Refugio (Refuge). In the meantime 2 of 

José Luis’ aunts died and the last one, Tia 

Carmen, would need to be taken care of. She 

lived with us for 4 months a year and I took care 

of her. She also spent time with 2 nephews, 4 

months each, until she moved to Munera where 

she passed away, but not before being baptized 

at the age 86.  

The Lord is so good. 
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And we also realized how draining the work of 

the Lord was on missionaries, pastors and their 

families. Most could not pay for a vacation, 

much less one on the coast. BUT GOD knew this 

need and the idea of a place for them to come to 

grew in our hearts: REFUGIO (Refuge) was 

born… 

Approximately 3 months after our discussion 

with Fernando, Anna received a telephone call 

from Liselotte Merk.  

She was the wife of a German pastor. Anna had 

met her in Germany and when Liselotte wasn’t 

well she had come to us for a 3 week rest. 

During that time the Lord laid the burden of our 

ministry on her heart. 

She explained to Anna that the husband of a 

good Christian friend of theirs, Berbel, had died. 

He was not a believer. He left her so much 

money that she didn’t know what to do. She 
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herself had cancer and couldn’t take the 

pressure of this large inheritance. She asked 

Liselotte if she knew of missionary projects to 

which she could give! We explained the project 

of the house and Berbel agreed to finance it ... 

thus Refuge was born. 

A series of other miracles were to follow … 

I contacted Fernando telling him that we could 

now buy the house. 

Anna, when she received the bank statement, 

she spent the night counting the 000s behind 

the first numbers! (a $1 at the time was worth 

about 200 pesetas). The amount was 

impressive! 

Fernando told me that he had never doubted 

that the Lord would provide the funds; he 

naturally took us back to the house we had seen 

originally BUT I told him: “No Fernando, it has to 

be larger as we need an independent apartment 
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for vacationing families!” “Wait here, I will get 

the keys to the house across the street. It is 

much bigger, has a pool and a good size 

garden.” 

I had already calculated what we could pay for a 

house, taxes and repairs included. This house 

had real possibilities BUT how much did the 

owner want for it? Fernando contacted him. He 

was a Spaniard living in Switzerland. 

When Fernando got back to me with the price I 

told him: 

“No Fernando, it’s too expensive!” 

 “But it’s worth that price!” 

 “Yes, I know it is but it’s still too expensive for 

us.” 

“I’ll contact the owner and see if he will come 

down on the price.” 
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Meanwhile Anna, José Luis and I were praying. 

“Lord, if this is the house you have chosen for 

Refuge bring the price down to what we can 

afford.” 

Fernando contacted me again. He was all excited 

“The owner has come down on the price. His 

wife died recently at 36, he has 2 small boys 

and he doesn’t want to keep it.” 

“How much did he ask for Fernando?” I said. 

He gave me the price: 

 I said, “No Fernando, it is still too expensive.” 

“Olala,” Fernando responded. “How much can 

you pay?” 

When I gave him the amount he almost died. “I 

can’t say that to this man! It’s too low.” 

“Well then, it is not the house the Lord has for 

us.” 
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He contacted the owner again who asked him: 

“Are they speculating?” 

It did seem like that: buy it cheap and sell it two 

years later for a profit! Fernando explained to 

him who we were and what we wanted to do 

with the house. The owner ACCEPTED: the price 

was 33% less than the original price!! 

 

AND that’s not all the Lord did! 

 

As the owner had to work out the inheritance for 

his boys, we paid ½ up front and BANKED the 

rest at 12% interest during the year that it took 

to work out the inheritance. The interest paid for 

ALL the repairs and transformations that had to 

be made! 
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AND that’s still not all the Lord did! 
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Refugio: How God provides for all we need 

(part 2) 
 

A year and a half earlier, Anna answered the 

phone at Betania. Molly, an unsaved German 

women, had made a mistake in the telephone 

number of the person that she wanted to talk to. 

If I had answered we would simply have hung 

up as I did not speak German. The Lord knew 

and had Anna answer the call. Anna spoke to 

her and found out that she was having a lot of 

problems with the Spanish paperwork since she 

had moved to Spain. 

She had just moved into her new house, so 

Anna offered to help her with translation. I had 

just moved from Albacete and offered her 

furniture that I didn’t need. She was very 

grateful, and we became friends. We witnessed 

to her but had not received a positive response. 
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Six months after she moved into her new house, 

she had a heart attack. As Anna’s phone number 

was next to her phone, they called her. It was 

11:30 PM. We decided to go immediately to the 

hospital, although she was in intensive care. If 

we couldn’t see her we could at least be close 

and pray for her! As expected we were told that 

we couldn’t go in, so we sat in the waiting room 

and prayed. 
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A nurse crossed the room, stopped and looked 

intently at us. “Aren’t you from Betania?” she 

asked. “Yes we are. We came to see Molly who 

has been admitted tonight but they told us that 

we couldn’t see her” we replied. 

“I went to Betania for a dinner once.  Wait here 

a minute” and she left. About 10 minutes later 

she came back and told Anna that she could see 

Molly for 5 minutes, she had cleared it with the 

doctor! Once more Anna prayed with Molly, only 

the Lord knows what went on in Molly’s heart 

that night. She died a short time later, but Anna 

and I felt that if the Lord permitted us to see her 

for a last time, it was so the Holy Spirit could 

work in her. 

NOW a year and a half later Anna receives a call 

from Molly’s niece and beneficiary of Molly’s will. 

She needed help with all the paperwork. Anna of 

course, offered to help once again with the 

translation. “Anna, if she is going to keep the 



110 
 

house for herself, fine BUT if she is going to sell 

it, ask her for the furniture I gave Molly. We can 

use it to partially furnish Refuge.” I said. 

 

The Lord did even better than that ! 

 

Molly’s niece told us that she wouldn’t be living 

there, she was selling the house and she only 

wanted a few souvenirs of her Aunt. 

THE REST WAS OURS!! 

A very good French friend, Renee Loch, was with 

us at the time to help us equip and furnish 

Refuge. Yes, the very same woman who ran the 

Children’s Home in Albertville. We were like 

KIDS going through everything: this for Betania, 

this for Refuge, this we give away. I was 

reminded of the Israelites who PLUNDERED their 

enemies: it must have felt like that to them. 
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A NEW washer, refrigerator, pots, pans, plates, 

sheets AND I pass!! The Lord furnished his OWN 

HOUSE and saved us a lot of money in so 

doing!!  

We serve a GREAT GOD!! 

 

None of this would have happened if anyone 

else but Anna had answered Molly’s phone call 

that day, as NONE of us spoke German. The 

Lord is in all the details of our lives; even the 

smallest!!  

Through the gift from Berbel, we were also able 

to buy an apartment for Anna to live in. Berbel’s 

express desire was that Anna would have the 

enjoyment of her apartment and José Luis and I 

of Refuge for life. 

At the time I didn’t really understand the 

immense loving kindness of the Lord to His 

servants as I never thought that I would reach 
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the age of retirement! NOW all 3 of us praise the 

Lord for providing for our last years here on 

earth!  
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God’s comfort and care  
 

Refuge was now up and running. José Luis and I 

lived in the main house and ran the adjoining 

apartment where we received families. I will 

only share 2 examples of the MANY who were 

blessed by the Lord in using the facilities over 

the 26 years we ran it. 

A Canadian missionary couple with 2 little boys 

almost LIVED in the pool. I would watch them 

enjoy themselves splashing and playing games 

with each other. Our job was to make ourselves 

available for counselling and prayer WITHOUT 

being intrusive! 

They shared with me that in the last 8 years 

they had never had a vacation together as a 

family and this time together was very special to 

them! 
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You can imagine our consternation when we 

received the news 3 months later that the Lord 

had called this wife and mother Home, she was 

36.  

How I thank the Lord that the last memory that 

the boys had of their Mother was the happy time 

they spent together at Refugio. 

A Spanish pastoral family from Madrid with 3 

children came a number of times to Refugio. 

Their times were special as the husband and 

father was VERY heavily involved in the ministry 

and didn’t spend much time with his family 

during the year. This is a real danger in the 

Lord’s work!! 

On one of the occasions that they were with us, 

separately, each partner shared how they had 

considered suicide. With 3 children it was 

terrible to realize how Satan had worn them 

down.  
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Fortunately, they realized in time that they 

needed help, which they received and thus 

restructured their life more rationally.  

Spain is a beautiful country but SPIRITUALLY 

VERY DARK. Satan holds sway through idolatry, 

ignorance and witchcraft.  

 

We are blessed that we were able to host many 

more couples so that they could have some well-

deserved rest! 
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How to protect your family from Satan 
 

In the situation of the pastor’s family, you can 

see how disobedience to God’s design for a 

family can create room for Satan to destroy 

what should be the most safe and holy place: 

the family.  

 



117 
 

As we can see by this model: CHRIST is the 

Head of all creation, of the Family and of the 

Church. One day EVERY knee will bow to Him, 

willingly or not. 

In the FAMILY He is to give direction, strength 

and guidance first to the Husband who is to 

LOVE his Wife as Christ loved the Church and 

GAVE HIMSELF for HER. If there is a lack of love 

in a couple or family God holds the Husband 

responsible. The family is the FIRST and MOST 

IMPORTANT ministry of a husband. 

The Wife is to be submissive FIRST to Christ, 

then to her husband. If he asks her to do 

something that goes against God’s laws her first 

responsibility is to the Lord. 

There is a lot of confusion about this principle. 

Some men think that they can "lord it over their 

wife" and that she must obey and submit to all 

his desires. However to love your wife as Christ 
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did the church is to put her needs and desires 

BEFORE/ABOVE yours.  

The CHILDREN are first subject to God and then 

to the Parents whom they are to love and obey. 

However, in cases of incest or child abuse the 

mother’s task is to PROTECT her child including 

denouncing the abuser to the Police.  

When this Biblical MODEL is put into place it 

produces strong, loving families that glorify God 

and show to a dying world His love and care. 
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The Love of Money ... 
 

As you have seen, the Lord loves to provide for 

finances. But … Satan loves money too and is 

eager to divide over money …. Christ warned in 

Matthew 6:24 that you cannot serve God and 

money, for you will love one and hate the other.  

I had always wanted to earn some money to 

help in the ministry expenses especially as in 

1991 we purchased Refuge and were thus 

running 2 houses.  

Over the years I sold Amway and Herbalife, 

always with the desire to make contacts also 

with the unsaved to be able to share Christ with 

them. 

Religious freedom was given in Spain in 1992. 

Up until then if you were Spanish you were 

Catholic. If you weren’t Catholic you were not 

considered to be Spanish and were persecuted. 
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Thus in order to share the Gospel you needed to 

earn the right through friendship. Selling 

products opened doors for evangelism.  

In 1996 a Spanish friend and I, I will call her T, 

realized that there was a market for Large Size 

Women’s clothes. Firstly because we had a hard 

time finding anything that wasn’t black or gray 

in our sizes. 

This was because up until the time of the 

invasion of ”fast food” into Spain those who 

wore large sizes were generally older women. 

When the first person died in the family they 

wore black or gray and with succeeding deaths 

they often wore only that!  

Remark: it makes “color coordination” easy!! 

With the coming of fast food young people also 

were putting on weight. They didn’t like wearing 

black, which was a ground breaking discovery! 



121 
 

T and I made a trip to England to find 

manufacturers, buy samples and set up 

suppliers. We then came back and began to visit 

clothing stores to see if they were willing to put 

in a line of large sizes. T quickly decided that 

she would like to open a store in her own 

village. 

In the meantime a couple in the church we 

attended at the time, R and A, decided that it 

was a good idea and introduced me to a friend 

who was an Elder in his church and could do the 

accounting and help with the buying. 

Thus the company “Grande Belleza S.L.” was 

born. 

As I said my goal was not only to make money 

for the ministry but also to make natural 

contacts and thus friends in order to share the 

Gospel. Thus AIPEC, an association of Christian 

professionals was also born. Once a month, 
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more or less, we would organize a dinner in a  

Hotel restaurant and invite the people we had 

come to know while working. 

 

The Lord blessed the company over the next 18 

months. We opened 3 stores in the town and 

province of Alicante had a Franchise in the north 

of Spain and were seriously considering opening 

a factory to make our own line of clothes for our 

stores named ”Sueños” (Dreams). 
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We were also being blessed by our AIPEC 

meetings.. we had up to 99 at our dinners of 

which 67 were unsaved. You can understand 

that Satan could not let this continue. 

He attacked the weakest link using the easiest 

temptation in our materialistic society. It’s not in 

vain that Christ said that you cannot serve God 

and money!!  

We found out, much to our shock and sadness, 

that our accountant (elder in his church) after 

18 MONTHS had stolen 7,500,000 pesetas from 

the Company, which equals to almost 50.000 

euros.  

We tried to save the company but just couldn’t. 

José Luis and I took out a 15 year loan on our 

apartment to pay off our workers, suppliers, 

taxes and rent for the stores. We paid the last 

instalment in 2014.  



124 
 

We could not let the Name of Jesus that we had 

proclaimed be discredited to all those we had 

witnessed to during these 2 years or so. 
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It’s all the LORD’s money! 
 

Sadly MONEY is still the most used trick of Satan 

to stop the Lord’s Work.  

Christians must learn to accept that ALL they 

have in money and material goods BELONG TO 

THE LORD. They are NOT ours to use as we like. 

The question we should ask ourselves is NOT: 

“How much should I GIVE of my wealth to the 

Lord’s Work?” BUT: “How much can I keep of 

God’s money for my NEEDS?” 

If you don’t think that everything you have: job, 

car, home, money comes from HIM and NOT 

from YOU just wait: He can take it all away in a 

minute. We only have these things because 

God’s Grace is working on our behalf!! 

The tithe was a great invention of Satan. 

Christians give 10% to the Lord and feel good 

about themselves. The Jews gave 30% and 
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Christ PRAISED the widow who put 2 little coins 

in the Temple collection dish while the rich were 

putting in a lot. Why did He do that? Because 

she gave out of her NEED: 100% ALL she had to 

live on. 

Until we understand that ALL we have comes 

from the Lord and belongs to Him, MONEY will 

always rule our lives and decisions. To walk by 

FAITH means to place our confidence in God and 

SEEK FIRST the Kingdom of God and all the rest 

will be given to us. 

 

At the time of writing this we are in the 

worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, and if this 

situation is teaching men anything it is that they 

have NO control over anything in their life. 

As the rich man in Scripture who built more 

granaries for his wealth and said to himself now 
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that he had supplies put away for many years he 

could rest.. 

God said to him: ”You fool, TODAY your soul will 

be taken, to whom will all this wealth go?” 

So it is with all who are rich toward themselves 

and poor toward God and His work. There are 

many other ways Satan used to try and 

discourage us and stop the Lord’s Work through 

us BUT I will only give one more example of the 

Devil’s tools. 
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Part 5 - Kathy joins us 
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Taking care of Kathy  
 

I went to the USA in February 2000 for a 2 

month furlough. What I found was my sister in a 

very sorry state. She was bipolar and needed a 

blood test every 6 months to control her level of 

lithium in the blood. This medication, though 

effective for controlling manic/depressive 

episodes, was also toxic if not controlled… this 

would be Kathy’s undoing. 

Beside the physical problems she had, Jim, her 

ex, wasn’t paying alimony and the 2 adult sons 

neglected her. One couple had just had a baby 

and were too busy. The other son was working 

and living in another town. 

She hadn’t been able to pay her rent for 2 

months, I arrived on a Thursday and the 

following Monday they were going to put her on 

the street.  
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In the USA these things don’t take years to sort 

out!! She had no food in her refrigerator and 

hadn’t eaten for a week. I decided to bring her 

back with me to Spain in April when I went 

back. If I had left her in the USA she would have 

died.  
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God provides for paperwork 
 

We went to the Spanish Embassy in New York to 

get her a visa. The answer was NO. They only 

gave visas ‘vertically’: parents, children, BUT 

NOT ‘horizontally’ to brothers, sisters, cousins … 

This was a case where GOD’S LAW overrules 

MAN’S LAW. So I brought her with me to Spain 

thinking that after a year or two she would be 

better and able to go back to the USA and be 

with her sons and grandchildren … little did I 

know, what the Lord knew!! 

We enrolled her in the Town Hall in Campello, 

even though she didn’t have a visa. By this time 

we were well known by the authorities and they 

never said anything. This act would prove vital a 

few years down the road! 
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In the meantime Kathy’s health deteriorated. 

She had no private health insurance because of 

her chronic ill health and she did not have a 

Spanish Health card. The Nephrologist who was 

following her up told me she would have to 

receive dialysis 3 times a week and we were 

looking at a MONTHLY bill of €3,500 plus 

medication … José Luis’s salary wasn’t even ½ 

that! 

After much prayer and discussion, a very good 

Spanish friend, Emilio, said that he would go 

with our papers to the Social Security office and 

get us both Health cards… AND HE DID !  

He put his foot down with the employee and 

CONTRARY to all human logic, they accepted. 

Kathy had her health card, though she didn’t 

have her Residence papers and as a BONUS I 

got mine!! She started dialysis in July 2002, 

VERY shortly after Emilio had arranged 

everything.  
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How great is our God! 

Sometime after this Mr. Zapatero, then Prime 

Minister of Spain, did one of the best things he 

ever did during his time in office… He legalized 

all the illegal immigrants in Spain who could 

prove that they were in Spain for AT LEAST a 

year. As Kathy was registered in the Town Hall 

we had proof that she had been living in Spain 

for over a year and she received her Residence 

papers with no problem!!  

Now she was legally in Spain, with all the rights 

of other foreign residents. Thank you, Lord! 
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She worked for the Spanish Association for 

Biblical Teaching (AEEB) that we had formed in 

1984 to run our ministry. She helped in the 

cleaning, hospitality and general running of 

Refuge. This would also prove vital 13 years 

later … 

Of the 15 years she lived with us before her 

death in 2015 she had approximately 11 good 

years. Her sons and granddaughters visited her, 

she could participate in activities run at Betania 

and Refugio, and was able to visit tourist 

attractions and get out in general. She made 

friends both in the dialysis unit and outside.  

The Lord was good … she would have died 

shortly after I left the USA in 2000 if she had 

stayed and if we hadn’t believed God could 

OVERRULE man’s laws! 
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God provides for care 
 

During these years Kathy had 5 operations. One 

operation was more complicated than the others 

and I didn’t want her to go to the public Hospital 

this time but to be operated on in the Clinic 

where she was being dialyzed. HOWEVER, we 

were talking about € 6,000 … 

God knew and much be known to us a first 

cousin had died and left each of us something in 

her will. It came just at the right time to pay for 

Kathy’s operation! 

Her last 22 months were very difficult as she 

was bedridden. Her Christian nurse, Montse 

Rodriguez, came daily but after 16 months I 

couldn’t go on taking care of her as I was 70 

years old myself and running out of steam! 
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In January 2015 she moved in with Montse’s 

family: her husband, 2 boys and 2 cats! They 

were used to having someone like Kathy with 

them as Montse had taken care of a woman for 

5 years before her death. The children and the 

cats were good company for Kathy. In May 

Montse’s sister, Loli, arrived from Barcelona. 

She had a good fusional relationship with Kathy 

and this freed Montse to do other things. She 

used her cell phone as an interpreter: Kathy 

would say something in English and the phone 

would translate into Spanish and vice versa… 

technology for a better life! 

On August 3 Kathy’s health took a turn for the 

worse and she was hospitalized. She went into 

the Lord’s presence August 21, 2015. 

Here again the Lord had planned ahead and 

performed a miracle.  
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God provides for finances 
 

Kathy’s care had cost José Luis and I each 

month more than his pension. God knew this of 

course! 

Many years before I had helped an elderly 

gentleman during 18 years. Chris spent 

Christmas, New Years and other holidays with 

us. I would take him shopping, to the doctors 

and many other places. He surprised me by 

leaving his small apartment to me in his will.  

The apartment was on the market for 9 years. 

The economic crisis hit almost immediately after 

it was put on the market and it finally sold in 

March 2015 for 25% of the original estimated 

price BUT it came just in time to help us pay 

Kathy’s care and our bills!! 
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If I had sold the apartment years before, the 

money more likely would have gone to other 

pressing things. 

When she passed away in August we however 

didn’t have the money to bury her BUT God did!  

As the Association (AEEB) had been dissolved in 

July 2015 and Kathy had worked for it, she was 

given severance pay. THIS paid for her burial 

and her last month of care.  

 

How great is our God and His timing is PERFECT! 
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Our niece Tara shared her insight “The Lord had 

the best plan for Kathy, she lived a beautiful life 

with you in Spain which was way more then she 

had here even though she was far from her kids 

she had a life and a loving sister, she had family 

which is just priceless and perfect. The Lord 

pulled off a miracle for sure as her situation was 

more dire that she would say”. 
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Part  6 - The End of One Adventure 
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New beginnings for Refugio and Betania 
 

Anna, José Luis and I lived through MANY 

wonderful and appalling things during the 32 

years we ran the ministry. Yes, Heaven is NOT 

here on earth and this is still Satan’s domain. 

Thus life and ministry are a mixture of joy/pain, 

laughter/crying, happy times/ sad times… BUT 

GOD is always there for those who walk 

uprightly and count on His Presence and 

Goodness. 

Here again in putting a final end to the ministry 

we were faced during many years with WHO 

would join us in the ministry and take over from 

us ... that was OUR idea BUT not the Lord’s. He 

had a better plan! 

We had received a number of times over the 

years a couple from Peru who lived and 

ministered in Madrid. They are missionaries with 
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the Christian and Missionary Alliance (CMA) and 

had organized camps using Betania. 

Juan and Patty became very special to us … little 

did we know in 2005 that the Lord had planned 

the future of His Ministry in a wonderful way 

that we had NOT thought about before. 

You must understand that José Luis retired from 

his job at 65 in the year 2004; I turned 65 in 

2009… no relief in sight. We prayed and 

contacted different organizations ... and the 

years past! 

In GOD’S timing Juan and Patty spoke to us 

about the possibility of turning Betania into a 

School of Missions. Thus in 2014 it was decided 

that the AEEB would be dissolved and the 3 

properties: Betania, Refuge and Anna’s 

apartment donated to the CMA. 
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In July 2015 the paper work was done and the 

houses donated. I turned 71 that August and 

can only praise the Lord for all He did IN us and 

through the houses to His Glory. 

Our financial policy during the years was: NEVER 

turn anyone away because they could not pay 

the “suggested” price in Betania. Individuals and 

camps often gave less than what should have 

been given BUT GOD “made up” for what they 

weren’t able to give.  

Refuge and our apartment were another story. 

We asked only for a gift to help with the upkeep 

and care of the apartments. Everyone was 

before the Lord in what they gave. IF they could 

have given more and decided to “profit from the 

occasion” they had to answer to the Lord: the 

properties were His.  

Anna, José Luis and I are 3 nobodies, our 2 

missions are small and not well known AND YET 
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we left to the CMA approximately 1,000,000 € 

worth of property.  

God had supplied us FOR 32 years with ALL that 

the ministry and we ourselves personally 

NEEDED … not always what we may have 

WANTED. We were able to close the AEEB 

account in the BLACK … ALL the Glory goes to 

Him. 

Thus we came to the end of a marvelous 

adventure and we asked ourselves: NOW WHAT!  

Someone once said: “old missionaries never die, 

they just look that way!” 

Anna, José Luis and I were before the Lord as to 

what the Lord would have for each of us… As I 

said before you do not RETIRE, you REFIRE or 

REWIRE! 
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Part 7 - The Beginning of Another 

ADVENTURE 
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New ministry in Campello  
 

In December 2014 a number of us felt lead to 

evangelize the English speaking population in 

Campello. As Campello has become a tourist 

town there are not only English, Irish and Welsh 

but also Germans, Dutch, Philippine etc who 

speak English as a second language: they all 

needed to hear the Gospel. 

We organized a Christmas Party that year in a 

Karaoke and were about 60 .... 

We saw this as the Lord’s direction to continue 

and during the following months we organized 

concerts, an exposition of paintings that 2 of our 

people did, Bible studies, coffee mornings at our 

house and Church Services each Sunday. El 

Campello Christian Community (CCC) was born. 
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As time went on we realized that we could be 

more effective having our own premises. We 

looked for places to RENT and all prices were 

prohibitive … we needed a step of faith!  

In the meantime as we were discussing and 

praying about this problem, God was at work; as 

always HIS solution was MANY times better than 

ours and came out of left field!  

TOTALLY UNEXPECTED!! 

Approximately a year before a couple had come 

to CCC. She loved the Lord and he was a 

professed atheist. We got to know and love 

them. She became active in CCC when they 

were here in Spain and he came to special 

events and had coffee with us after church. 

In April 2016 we had to leave the Karaoke and 

God’s surprise came “in the nick of time”.  These 

dear people offered to BUY a hall and rent it to 
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us cheaply!! Off we went to look for the right 

place!  

After much looking, and comparing, we all 

agreed on a property that was right in the 

Center of Campello, next to a large chain store 

with a park for the children to play in, an 

underground parking and a 2 minute walk to the 

beach!  

They put in a bid on it and we all prayed.  After 

some “haggling” the owner accepted their price 

which was 30,000 € lower than what he had 

originally wanted.  

ABSOLUTELY PERFECT!  

Humanly speaking, unimaginable.  

So great is our God!! 
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Beware of Satan: the danger of disobedience 
 

After many years of hard work we finally 

thought that what the Lord had told me when He 

called me to Spain was finally coming true... a 

Revival !! 

A body of believers were gathering together 

after 4 years that represented approximately 

140 people from 24 countries, a variety of 

denominations and 6 major language groups. 

The Lord said that the world would know that we 

are Christians by the LOVE that we have one for 

the another. 

To see so much variety being united as one in 

the love of Christ sent a very powerful message 

to unbelievers about the veracity of the Gospel 

message. 
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Of course Satan could not let this continue and 

working behind the scenes, he sowed hearsay, 

rumors and gossip among the congregation.  

We would have wanted to continue growing 

together, but God had another plan. He used the 

sin of the few to benefit the many. And instead 

of a separation a multiplication took place. Five 

of the seven leaders opened El Faro Christian 

Center in a former discotheque and the Lord 

supplied through the Christian and Missionary 

Alliance (CMA) a pastoral couple to lead CCC. 

They just ‘happened to be’ the couple who took 

over the work of Betania and Refugio: the Lord’s 

perfect timing.  
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The importance of obedience: Matthew 18 
 

I can’t count how many ministries and church 

bodies  have been divided, how many people 

hurt by a tongue that is NOT controlled by the 

Holy Spirit and people who do not put the Word 

of God into practice. 

What was inevitable happened, when we do not 

follow Biblical principles the Devil has the 

advantage over us. In Matthew 18 the Lord 

Himself tells us how to handle problems between 

brothers I REPEAT this again because it is 

VITAL:   

1. Go to your brother and speak to him in 

private. If he listens the problem is over. 

2. If he doesn’t listen, go back with 2 or 3 

witnesses that will hear BOTH sides of the 

problem and give a solution. 
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3. If he still doesn’t listen, take him to the 

church. 

4. If he refuses to listen to the Elders, put him 

out of the fellowship. 

Disobedience to the Lord’s commands in 

Matthew 18 has caused untold heartache and 

hindered the cause of Christ around the world. 

How much pain and negative testimony could be 

avoided by putting these simple orders from the 

Lord Himself into practice!! 

 

This is why the Judgment Seat of Christ is 

necessary. NO SIN can enter Heaven, not that of 

the Unsaved who will be judged at the Great 

White Throne of God and thrown into Hell and 

not that of Christians either. These Christians 

will be saved because of the Redemption work of 

Christ BUT as through Fire. 
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What will they offer the Savior for His work on 

the Cross for their Redemption? Will anything be 

left or will all of it be burn up like wood, hay and 

stubble? 

 

This is a solemn question for us all.  

What will the Lord see as He looks at our life? 

What will we have done with our lives to 

advance His Kingdom? 

What place will He give us in the New Heaven 

and the New Earth? 

Will He say to us “WELL DONE, good and faithful 

servant” ? 

Will we be trusted with new responsibilities 

because we faithfully used what He gave us here 

on Earth?  

OR NOT... 
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Part 8 - LEST WE FORGET 
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Lest we forget: BE PREPARED! 
 

When we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior 

we automatically have a new enemy: the Devil. 

He hates Christ and the only way he can hurt 

Him is through us. I would not be honest with 

you if I didn’t share also some of the battles we 

fought: some won, some lost! 

We have to know HOW the devil works and HOW 

we can defeat him. Our spiritual walk depends 

on our ability to CONTROL our THOUGHT LIFE: 

‘Bring every thought captive to the obedience of 

Jesus Christ’ (2 Cor. 10:5) 

We need to control our thoughts OR Satan will 

do so. 
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In his excellent book “Dealing With The Devil” 

C.S. Lovett details for us WHO Satan is: 

An Angel of Light   (2 Cor. 11:14) 

An Adversary  (1 Peter 5:8) 

A Tempter           (1 Thes. 3:5) 

A Deceiver           (2 Cor. 11:3) 

A Hinderer           (1 Thes. 2:18) 

A Beast           (Rev. 19:19) 

A Restless Lion          (1 Peter 5:8) 

The god of this World    (2 Cor. 4:4) 

Prince of the Power of the Air (Eph. 2:2)   

We need to have a healthy respect for our 

adversary. This means we have to: Know how 

he operates, have a defense system for 

protecting our thought life and be equipped with 

the spiritual mechanisms for resisting him. 



162 
 

The Apostle Paul says “Lest Satan should get an 

advantage over us, for we are not ignorant of 

his devices.” (2 Cor. 2:11) 

Unfortunately many Christians haven’t a clue 

how he works. 

They relegate him to Bible times and either see 

him everywhere or nowhere. Many are skeptical 

or afraid. BOTH attitudes suit him. 

While in African and Asian countries people seek 

to ”appease” evil spirits, the West denies their 

existence which is a very dangerous position, 

especially in these times. 

Who can read divine prophesy concerning the 

end of the age and not be obliged to verify every 

word in the signs about us. Jesus Christ Himself 

enlightens His disciples in Matthew 24: 3-42“Tell 

us, they said to Jesus, WHEN will this happen 

and WHAT will be the sign of Your Coming and 

the End of the Age?” 
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Jesus answered:  

✓ There will be many false teachers (v.5) 

✓ Wars and rumors of wars (v.6) 

✓ Nation will rise against nation, kingdom 

against kingdom (v.7) 

✓ Famines and earthquakes in various places  

(v.7) 

✓ You will be handed over and put to death 

and you will be hated by all nations 

because of Me (v.9) (the killing of 

Christians today is a genocide) 

✓ Many will turn away from the faith, will 

betray and hate one another (v.10) 

✓ Because of the increase in Wickedness the 

love of many will grow cold (v.12) 

✓ And this Gospel will be preached in the 

whole World as a testimony to all nations, 

and the End will come (v.14)  

I am writing this being quarantined in our house 

because of the Pandemic that the Corona virus 
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has caused: Through Internet the World is 

connected, people are able to share the Gospel 

as never before... the signs of His Second 

Coming are multiplying and Satan is in a rage 

because he sees his time is short. 

When he hurts a child of God, he hurts Christ 

Himself. If he can keep a believer occupied with 

a thousand other things, if he can keep 

unbelievers in the dark spiritually until they die 

and find themselves in Hell with him ... he has 

won!!! 

This is why every child of God must know how 

he operates and how we can defeat him. Here I 

will give you a brief resume, for more details 

please read C.S. Lovett’s excellent book. 
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Satan wants us to love self 
 

When Adam chose to disobey God, his spirit 

became like that of Satan ... a Self-exalting 

spirit. Thus the spirit of Satan is IDENTICAL to 

that of fallen man. This is the key to his 

disguise. When we receive Christ as our Lord 

and Savior we receive a NEW nature created in 

Him. We are Born again, however the old 

nature, old habits and ways of thinking are not 

destroyed. We continue to have our old nature 

and this is the playground of the Devil. 

The old nature is always ready to manifest itself. 

SELF-assertion 

SELF-exaltation 

SELF-gratification 

SELF-glorification ... JUST LIKE SATAN!! 

SELF is the great DISGUISE of the Devil.  
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‘Doing what comes naturally …’ It’s natural to 

want the best job, house, vacation. It’s natural 

to spend money on myself and my family, I 

earned it. Men think that it’s his time, his 

money, his life and he spends them “as he 

likes”.  

No one is immune, only Christ was able to say 

“The prince of this world comes, he has 

NOTHING in Me” (John 14:30).  

The carnal Christian that follows his own fallen 

nature does also what he wants and likes best.  

“I deserve a vacation, I earned it”: A vacation 

FOR Christ or FROM Christ and the Church? 

Satan tempts Christians to put themselves first. 

If the Devil can keep Christians from studying 

the Word of God, praying, taking note of their 

own spiritual growth in Christlikeness, investing 

their time and money in the Kingdom of God: he 

has won and accomplished his purposes!! 
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Many Christians do not recognize that their 

thoughts and desires are coming from 

suggestions by the Enemy, they think that they 

are their own thoughts and desires. This 

disguise WORKS!! There is no hint of serving 

Satan in all of this, only Self.  

This is what hurts God, because they are now 

living for Satan! Never once do they suspect 

that Satan is behind the mask of SELF! They just 

wish that they were better Christians. They can’t 

explain why they don’t live for Christ. 

No wonder that the Apostles spoke so much 

about the Warfare of the Christian life!! 

Satan has other disguises: though his favorite is 

SELF as we have seen. 

Here are a few more: 
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Satan uses other people 
 

Satan uses others to get to you. 

Peter, after the Lord explained to the disciples 

that He was to die and rise again, said to the 

Lord: “Let this thing be far from you.” 

Jesus recognized the real source of this 

suggestion and responded: “Get thee behind Me 

Satan!” (Matt. 16:23). 

Satan will use your loved ones to hinder your life 

in Christ. Well-meaning family and friends can 

draw you away from commitment to Christ and 

His will. The closer the person, the more we 

must be on our guard and analyze their 

suggestions in the light of the Word of God. 

I remember a fellow servant of the Lord who 

explained to me a Project that the Lord had 

placed on his heart but he turned to me and said 
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in a sad tone “But it will cost $5,000 … so we 

can’t do it”. 

My response to him was “If my God didn’t have 

$5,000 I wouldn’t serve Him!!” Christ Himself 

said “You cannot serve God and Money” (Matt. 

6:24). The love of money (and confusion about 

money) is the obstacle that keeps many 

Christians and organizations from doing His will. 

The Lord used me to start 4 ministries in two 

different countries. IF every Christian would 

have trusted God and walked by faith the world 

would have been evangelized by now because 

‘God’s Callings are God’s Enablings’.  

As Christ Himself reminds us “The LOVE of 

money is the root of all evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). 
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Satan uses circumstances  
 

Satan has the power to arrange world events. 

He is the author of accidents, floods, famine, 

earthquakes, disasters. And God uses them all, 

He weaves them into His Master plan so that “all 

things work together for good to those who love 

Him” (Rom. 8:28). 

However Satan is the sponsor of everything 

destructive in the world. He cannot create, he 

can only destroy or arrange.  

You may ask yourself “what is the difference 

between the power to create versus arrange?” A 

simple example: a watch. A watch smith creates 

a watch, putting all the necessary movable parts 

together. We can enjoy it, use it, break it but we 

are not capable of inventing or creating it. Satan 

cannot call into existence anything: he can only 

rearrange, use or destroy God’s creation.  
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Satan used Joseph’s brothers, filled with hate 

and envy, to sell him as a slave to the Egyptians 

when he was young; the wife of his master 

accused him falsely of trying to rape her and he 

spent 13 years in a dungeon ... a difficult 

learning time BUT GOD not only delivered him 

but made him second in command to Pharaoh 

and he thus saved his whole family during a 7 

year famine. 

Here’s what he says in Genesis 50 verse 20 to 

his brothers who were afraid he would take 

revenge on them:  

“You intended to harm me BUT GOD intended it 

for good to accomplish what is now being done, 

the saving of many lives!”  

  

“ALL things work together for good for those 

who love God.” (Rom. 8:28) 
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It is our battle, Jesus gave us resources BUT we 

must choose to use them. We have ‘free will’, 

nor God nor the Devil can violate it. I have 

heard children say “Satan made me do it” when 

they have purposely disobeyed their Mother . 

The Bible is clear: God is not tempted by evil 

and He tempts no one. Satan can only tempt us 

to sin but we either choose to accept this 

temptation or to resist the Devil and he will flee 

from us. 
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How do we resist and conquer this enemy? 
 

What Biblical steps must we take to be free and 

walk in victory ? 

1. WATCH and Pray (Matthew 26:41) 

2. RESIST is our job, James says resist the 

Devil and he will flee from us (James 4:7) 

3. SUBMIT to God, James 4:7 also says to 

submit to God  

4. Have a DEFENCE system: Light, Detection, 

Alarm and Weapon  

Paul in Philippians 4:8 gives us the list of WHAT 

we can think about … Whatever is:   

✓ True 

✓ Noble  

✓ Right 

✓ Pure 

✓ Lovely 

✓ Admirable 
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✓ Excellent 

✓ Praiseworthy  

…Think about these things! This is not a 

SUGGESTION it is an ORDER! 

This of course implies that whatever things are:  

✓ False 

✓ Ignoble 

✓ Wrong 

✓ Impure 

✓ Unlovely 

✓ Unadmirable 

✓ Mediocre  

✓ Damnable  

DO NOT THINK ABOUT THEM!! 

Satan seeks to destroy Christian relationships! 

What has affected and infected lives, churches 

and Christian organizations causing untold 

suffering is: “Hearsay, gossip and rumors” which 

Satan loves to plant in the heart and mind of an 
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unsuspecting Christian. Satan’s plan is simple: 

Divide and Conquer and we fall for it again and 

again!! 
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Anti-Satan Defense System 
 

When I read C.S. Lovett’s book in 1972 it 

changed my life and ministry. In it he gives us 

an Anti-Satan Defense system composed of 4 

Parts. Once again I encourage you to read the 

book for yourself but here is a summary :  

1. Light 

2. Detection 

3. Alarm 

4. Weapon 

1. Light 

As in any detection system the first and most 

important element is LIGHT. We have to be 

aware of the enemy and his infiltration and for 

that we must ‘know him and how he works’.  

We must study the Bible, the Word of God to 

know: the Enemy, his way of working, his limits 

and how to deal with him.  
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Satan needs darkness to function and conquer. 

Sharing what we know about him with others 

limits his effectiveness.  

Have you ever had a Sunday School class on 

Satan ?  

How many sermons have you heard on how he 

works ?  

In 4 years of Bible school I had 1 class on 

Demonology which relegated the subject to a 

theoretical and doctrinal matter. If we don’t 

share the information we have with others we 

are contributing to the BLACKOUT that lets 

Satan do his thing. 

2. Detect 

Once we know about him and have brought who 

he is and how he works into the light we need to 

DETECT his attack on us or others. This is the  

hardest part in the 4 step plan: DETECTING the 

Devil’s suggestion and working in your life. We 



178 
 

cannot PRAY unless we know what to pray for. 

So we have to WATCH. But WHAT do we watch 

you may ask? 

YOURSELF!!!  

All of us have “weaknesses” which the Devil 

knows by heart! In Galatians 5:19-21 the 

Apostle Paul gives us a list of sins that must be 

thrown out of a Christian’s life. Look at the list 

and see where you are weak (This list is not 

exhaustive by any means but it is a good 

starting point): 

✓ Lust 

✓ Idolatry (anything that takes PRIORITY 

over your commitment to Christ is 

idolatry) 

✓ Laziness 

✓ Touchiness 

✓ Judgementalism 
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✓ Gossip (do you cloak your gossip in 

prayer, for instance: “please pray for so 

and so who is cheating on her husband?”) 

✓ Worry (any mental stress that suggests 

that God can’t handle your problem) 

✓ Pessimism  

✓ Doubt 

✓ Selfishness  

✓ Distraction  

✓ Lying 

✓ Dissatisfaction  

✓ Easily discouraged 

✓ Wastefulness (of time, money, resources)  

✓ Abusive  

✓ Covetous 

✓ Depression  

✓ Fears  

✓ Procrastination  
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SCAN THE LIST:  Each has to do with SELF, 

have I ever given Satan credit for putting these 

suggestions in my mind? Not likely! To blame 

Satan seems more like an excuse. He counts on 

it, that makes his disguise perfect. 

✓ Experience shows that it is best to 

concentrate on 1 area at a time, start with 

the worst area for you personally.  

 

✓ Focus on your weak area. He can cause 

distracting interruptions in order to shift 

your mind from the weak area to a 

PROBLEM.  

 

Learning to trap Satan is not easy. As an 

example: Satan says ... WORRY. God says 

... BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING (Phil. 

4:6,7). 
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✓ Write the verse down on a card and 

memorize it (for example Phil. 4:4-7) 

 

✓ Every time Satan starts putting ideas in 

your mind to worry about: your health, 

your job, your family, your finances. STOP 

and lift your spirit to Jesus. Pray to the 

Lord about the worry of the moment. 

 

✓ Ask the Holy Spirit to nudge you the first 

time the idea pops up. 

 

✓ You can expect Satan to attack at night. 

Resist the thought, the suggestion and the 

Devil will flee!  

Putting the Devil and our weakness together is 

the whole point of step number 2. From there on 

the power of the Holy Spirit makes the task 

easy. Satan watching becomes as natural as 

prayer. 
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Another example …  

“Another bill! Man alive, I will never get ahead. 

What am I going to do?” 

Watch out the DEVIL CAN USE THOSE BILLS! 

Again: DETECTING THE DEVIL is the hardest 

part of our Defense System!! 

You’ve caught him! He has triggered financial 

worry at the sight of that new bill but he is not 

going to get away with it this time. 

3. Alarm 

In step three the ALARM sounds!  

If you, as a child, have ever tried to sneak past 

your Mother and she yelled your name, you 

know how that scared you!!  

You know how effective that was to stop you in 

your tracks!!  

DISCOVERED!! 
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It is the same when we verbally acknowledge 

Satan’s work by calling out his name “Satan”. 

We talk to Jesus in prayer and we talk to Satan 

in resistance! Satan will not do anything to you. 

Here is the testimony of Theodore Epp from 

“Back to the Bible” broadcasts: 

“For a number of years I felt those pressures; at 

times I would drive out into the country to talk 

to God to get relief. Then one day I realized that 

such pressures had to be coming from Satan. 

God gave me discernment to see that Satanic 

forces were depressing my mind in an effort to 

control me. You can resist Satan and be an 

overcomer at all times.” 

Resisting Satan is no exception. There is 

spiritual power in Christ’s Name. Jesus defeated 

him at the Cross, he does not fear us, he fears 

the Lord. The NAME of Jesus is our Authority! 



184 
 

“Whatsoever you do in word or deed, do ALL in 

the Name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17) 

The Lord Himself gave us the model of 

resistance in Matthew 4:1-11: “Away from Me, 

Satan! FOR IT IS WRITTEN: ‘Worship the Lord 

your God and Him ONLY’”. 

We have a dear friend whose daughter is a 

policewoman. If she comes to our house and it’s 

an inconvenient time we don’t have to ask her 

in. However if she comes dressed in her 

UNIFORM and in the NAME of the Police, we 

MUST open up. 

When we submit to God by living in obedience to 

His commands and we resist the Devil using the 

authority of the Name of Jesus Christ, Satan 

flees because we are dressed, as it were, in the 

uniform of Christ. 
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4. Weapon 

The fourth part of our defense system is the 

WEAPON: the Word of God.  

James 2:19 tells us “even the demons believe 

and shudder”. 

The Scriptures themselves don’t affect Satan, he 

knows the Bible by heart and often twists it’s 

meaning. He enjoys distorting it. He only fears it 

when it is USED AGAINST HIM. 

The Lord Himself gave us the model to follow 

during His temptation by Satan in the desert. 

“Satan! Leave for it is written ... (Luke 4:4; 8; 

12) 

The great error of many Christians is using the 

Word of God against THEMSELVES. They quote 

Scripture to themselves about not worrying for 

instance, but they continue to worry.  
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WHY? Because they are using the WEAPON 

against themselves instead of against the 

enemy!! 

Memorize Scripture verses that deal with your 

area of weakness.  

 

SUMMARY  

Shed LIGHT (insight into satanic operations) in 

your thought life; DETECTION (watch over a 

weakness); set off the ALARM by speaking first 

to God and then directly to the Devil in Jesus’ 

Name and use your WEAPON (the Word of God 

to counter Satan’s suggestion).  

 

An example:  

“Lord Jesus forgive me for entertaining worry in 

my heart, help me to resist the devil ....”  
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THEN: “SATAN in the NAME OF THE LORD 

JESUS, GO AWAY for it is written: Be anxious for 

NOTHING.” 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 

devil and he will flee from you! (James 4:7) 

 

The Blood and the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 

cleanses us and we are CLOTHED in Him. Just as 

with the Uniform of a Policeman Satan sees the 

Presence and Authority of Christ in us and he 

MUST leave. 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 
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We walk by Faith … 
 

Until the Lord calls me home or Christ comes 

back at the rapture, there will be new 

adventures, new challenges, hard times and 

victories. More chapters to be written as it is not 

over until we step into eternity. I leave you with 

this last reflection on faith, taken from Ms. 

Cowman’s book ‘Streams in the Desert’. You will 

find on February 18th this story told by Ms. 

Rounds. May it bless your soul as it has blessed 

mine.  

“Have Faith that whatever you ask for in prayer 

is already granted you, and you will find that it 

will be.” (Mark 11:24) 

When my little son was about ten years of age 

his grandmother promised him a stamp album 

for Christmas. Christmas came, but no stamp 

album, and no word from grandmother. The 

matter, however, was not mentioned; but when 
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his playmates came to see his Christmas 

presents, I was astonished, after he had named 

over this and that as gifts received, to hear him 

add, ‘And a stamp album from grandmother.” 

I had heard it several times, when I called him 

to me, and said, “But, Georgie, you did not get 

an album from your grandmother. Why do you 

say so?” 

There was a wondering look on his face, as if he 

thought it strange that I should ask such a 

question, and he replied, “Well, mamma, 

grandma said, so it is the same as”. I could not 

say a word to check his faith.  

A month went by, and nothing was heard from 

the album. Finally one day, I said, to test his 

faith and really wondering in my heart why the 

album had not been sent, “Well, Georgie, I think 

grandma has forgotten her promise.”  
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“Oh, no, mamma,” he quickly and firmly said, 

“she hasn’t.” 

I watched the dear, trusting face, which, for a 

while, looked very sober, as if debating the 

possibilities I had suggested. Finally a bright 

light passed over it and he said,  

“Mamma, do you think it would do any good if I 

should write to her thanking her for the album?” 

“I don’t know, ”I said, “but you might try it.” 

A rich spiritual truth began to dawn upon me. In 

a few minutes a letter was prepared and 

committed to the mail, and he went off whistling 

his confidence in his grandma. In just a short 

time a letter came, saying:  

“My dear Georgie: I have not forgotten my 

promise to you of an album. I tried to get such a 

book as you desired, but could not get the sort 

you wanted; so I sent on to New York. It did not 

get there till after Christmas, and it was still not 
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right, so I sent for another, and as it has not 

come as yet, I send you three dollars to get one 

in Chicago. Your loving grandma.” 

“As he read the letter, his face was the face of a 

victor. “Now, mamma, didn’t I tell you?” came 

from the depths of a heart that never doubted, 

that, “against hope, believed in hope” that the 

stamp album would come. While he was 

trusting, grandma was working, and in due 

season faith became sight.  

It is so human to want sight when we step out 

on the promises of God, but our Savior said to 

Thomas, and to the long roll of doubters who 

have ever since followed him: “Blessed are they 

who have not seen, and yet have believed.” --- 

Mrs. Rounds.  
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Encouragement    
 

May I encourage you as you advance in your 

walk with the Lord to read Biographies of those 

who have gone on before: they are a gold mine 

of teaching and encouragement. People like 

Corrie Ten Boom, George Mueller, Amy 

Carmichael will lift your spirit and challenge you 

to a closer walk with Christ.  

 

Quotes from Amy Carmichael 

Here are just a few quotes that have blessed 

me, that lead to a deeper understanding of the 
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Word and our relationship with God. These 

quotes are taken from Amy Carmichael´s book 

"Gold Chord". Amy started a ministry saving 

children from being used as prostitutes in the 

Hindu temples. 

"Our Master has never promised success. He 

demands obedience. He expects Faithfulness. 

Results are His concern, not ours. And our 

reputation is a matter of NO consequence at all." 

"One of the earliest lessons we learned together 

was that before asking for anything we should 

find out if it were according to the Mind of the 

Lord. It needed time to listen ... to wait" 

"FAITH has nothing to do with circumstances. It 

deals ENTIRELY with the Word of God. Faith 

does NOT feed upon the experience of others, 

though this may be a stimulus, its food is the 

Promises of God." 
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"Have you no SCAR?  

No hidden scar on foot, or side or hand? 

I hear that you are sung as mighty in the land, 

I hear them hail your bright ascendant star. 

Have you no scar? 

Have you no wound? 

Yet I was wounded by the archers, spent 

Leaned Me against to die; and rent 

By raving beasts that compassed me, I swooned 

Have you no wound? 

No wound? No scar? 

Yet, as the Master the servant be, 

And pierced are the feet that follow me. 

But yours are whole: can he have followed far 

who has no wound or scar?" 
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13 Nuggets of Wisdom 

1. God does not give us what we can handle, 

God helps us handle what we are given. 

2.  Many Christians think they need deliverance 

when all they need is discipline. 

3. God has a PLAN for your life. The Enemy has 

a plan for your life. Just be ready for BOTH, and 

wise enough to know: WHICH ONE to battle and 

which one to embrace. 

4.  The Devil whispered in my ear: "You are not 

strong enough for the Storm"  

TODAY I whispered in the Devil’s ear: "I am a 

Child of God, a Woman of Faith, a Warrior of 

Christ: I am the Storm!"  

5.  Every miracle in the Bible first started as a 

problem. 
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6.  BEFORE you speak: THINK …. 

Is it True ? 

Is it Helpful? 

Is it Inspiring? 

Is it Necessary? 

Is it Kind? 

7. FORgiven people FORgive 

8. Never be afraid to try something new. 

REMEMBER: AMATEURS built the Ark 

PROFESSIONALS built the Titanic. 

9. Don´t keep looking at the REGRETS behind 

you, the PROBLEMS around you, and the SIN 

within you: look up and see the HELP above 

you. 

10. Satan tries to limit your praying because he 

knows that your praying will limit him. 

11. Those who leave everything in God’s Hands 

will eventually see God’s Hand in everything. 
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12. Look BACK and Thank God. Look FORWARD 

and Trust God. Look AROUND and Serve God. 

Look UP and SEEK God. 

 

A final quote from Hudson Taylor: 

"Depend upon it;  

God’s Work, done in God’s Way will never lack 

God’s supplies." 

 

This I have experienced in 62 years of walking 

with and serving the Lord ! 
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My spiritual parents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The four 

musketeers 
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My French friend Estelle 
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Anna 
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Mr. and Mrs. Orr, through their friends FEU and Betania 

were possible 

 

 
Mountainside Chapel’s women group supported me 
in prayer for many years. 
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José Luis  
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It is never over till it’s over … 

Stay tuned for the next episode!  
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